
 
 
 
The Rt. Hon James Cleverly MP 
Secretary of State for the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
King Charles Street 
Westminster 
London 
SW1A 2AH 
 
 

  19th October 2022 

Dear Foreign Secretary,  

 

We are writing to raise our concerns, and those of our constituents, regarding the current situation 
in Iran following the shocking murder of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini.   

As you will know, Mahsa died following her arrest by Iran's morality police for allegedly breaking the 
country's strict laws which require women to cover their hair. Her family believe Mahsa was tortured 
in police custody. This has ignited widespread unrest and protests across Iran, with many women 
and schoolgirls removing forced head coverings mandated by Iran’s authoritarian government. The 
bravery of the women of Iran, especially those who are very young, has been inspiring. But these 
protestors have been met with an aggressive crackdown and continue to suffer at the hands of the 
Iranian government. So far human rights groups say more than 150 people have tragically been 
killed and thousands arrested since the protests began on 17 September, including a sixteen-year-
old girl.  

We are incredibly concerned by the excessive use of force and violence by the Iranian authorities 
against those women who are protesting, as well as the clamp down on internet access following 
widespread protests across Iran. The continued repression of public demonstrations, protests and 
freedom of expression is deeply concerning. Our constituents have expressed their extreme distress 
at the images coming from Iran.  

After calls by the Liberal Democrats, we welcome your decision to follow the lead of the United 
States and Canada to sanction Iran’s morality police in response to these events. We urge you now 
to take further steps.  

We know that maintaining any access to independent media in Iran is absolutely vital. In an era of 
digital repression, the Iranian regime has sought to restrict the country’s social media to quell 
protests. The BBC World Service, including BBC Persian radio, are vital in situations like this. It is a 
technology which is highly relied on in times of difficulty. Reports that the World Service is planning 
on closing its Persia radio service are therefore deeply concerning. The Government put forward 
emergency funding for the World Service in Ukraine earlier this year - we urge you to do the same in 
this context. 

We are also conscious that if the difficulties in Iran escalate, then we may be in a position where we 
have to offer safe refuge for women in Iran. Over the last eighteen months we have seen the dire 
consequences of a failure to prepare such schemes - first in Afghanistan, and then in Ukraine. It is  



 
 

vital that preparations for a resettlement scheme for Iranian women start now, so we do not repeat 
the errors of previous schemes with delays in having them up and running. 

Finally, the UK must continue to play an active role in building a better world. We must work with 
our international partners to champion the values of human rights, democracy, and equality. We 
urge you to commit to convening a summit in London of our allies and partners to coordinate a joint 
response to this crisis, with particular focus on the rights of women, aid, and independent media.  

We look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible.  

  

Yours sincerely, 

Sir Ed Davey MP, 

Wendy Chamberlain MP, 

Layla Moran MP, 

Daisy Cooper MP, 

Alistair Carmichael MP, 

Tim Farron MP, 

Richard Foord MP, 

Sarah Green MP, 

Wera Hobhouse MP, 

Christine Jardine MP, 

Helen Morgan MP, 

Sarah Olney MP, 

Jamie Stone MP, 

Munira Wilson MP 


