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Dear Richard,
 
Re: Concerns regarding Ukraine Family Visa Scheme
 
I am writing to raise concerns on the lack of support available to host families and their
Ukrainian relatives participating in the Ukraine Family Visa Scheme.
 
Through the humanitarian sponsorship pathway, the Government is providing financial
support to hosts, and to refugees once they arrive in the UK. Hosts are able to receive a
‘thank you’ payment of £350 per month, while refugees are entitled to a £200 interim
payment to help with subsistence costs. Meanwhile, those who have arrived under the Family
Visa Scheme, and their relatives that are supporting them, are not entitled to any financial
assistance. 
 
I have highlighted this lack of support in multiple Written Questions to the Department for
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, but the Government has shown no indication of
extending financial support to those involved in the Family Scheme, nor allowing refugees to
transfer from this scheme onto Homes for Ukraine.
 
I have heard multiple accounts from my own constituents, and also from across the UK, of
families who are struggling to support their Ukrainian relatives. Like many of us would,
people instantly responded to the appalling news and images of destruction in Ukraine
by offering shelter to their family members. However, some are now finding themselves in a
situation where they are unable to provide the level of support required.
 
The costs associated with caring for Ukrainian refugees are putting families under increased
financial pressure in the midst of a cost-of-living crisis - from providing food and clothing, to
covering transport costs and the increased usage of utilities. Without adequate financial
support, there runs the risk of families falling into financial hardship whilst also failing to
meet the needs of their Ukrainian relatives.
 
In addition to the absence of financial assistance, there is a lack of clarity on what will happen
to refugees who are, for whatever reason, unable to continue living with their family
members. There is an issue with capacity – people living in one bedroom homes have offered
up space for their relatives, however this is not sustainable in the long term. Alongside
capacity issues, there is also the possibility that a breakdown in familial relations could cause
refugees to become homeless. As the war in Ukraine persists, it is vital that proper
contingency plans are put into place for Ukrainian refugees who are currently living with



family members, but may soon require alternative accommodation, and that local authorities
receive support from central Government in rehousing homeless refugees.
 
For the reasons outlined above, I urge the Government to take into consideration the needs of
refugees arriving under the Family Visa Scheme It is simply too great a task for families to 
be solely responsible for their Ukrainian relatives whilst receiving no Government support. I
look forward to hearing your thought on the above points in due course. 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 

 
Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
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