
The Rt Hon Simon Clarke MP
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities
Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities
Fry Building, 2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF
 30 September 2022
Dear Simon,

Re: Second wave of leasehold reform

Congratulations on your recent appointment as Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities. As you settle into your new role, we are writing to ask you to affirm your commitment
to introducing the wider set of leasehold reforms, which were recommended by the Law Society report
of July 2020, in this Parliament.

We have received a large volume of correspondence from leaseholders in our constituencies detailing
the unfair market practices they have experienced. Many have found that purchasing the freehold
rights to their property, or extending their lease, can be a very expensive and complex process with
little help or advice available. Some have also faced high and escalating ground rents, which makes it
harder for them to sell or re-mortgage their homes. Further issues include high service charges and
excessive administration charges being imposed upon leaseholders, which is made worse by a lack of
transparency and knowledge about rights and obligations.

As you will be aware, the Government first committed to introducing wide-ranging reforms in 2017.
Although we welcome the implementation of the Leasehold Reform (Ground Rent) Act earlier this
year, there is much more to be done to create a fairer system for leaseholders. The
Government urgently need to implement a wider set of reforms, and extend the prohibition of ground
rent to existing leaseholders.

It was encouraging to read your recent op-ed in the Telegraph in which you set out your commitment
to building safety and protecting leaseholders. We were particularly pleased that you will be
working with the Financial Conduct Authority to tackle the appalling practices within the insurance
industry, which is an issue we have previously written to the Competition and Markets
Authority about. However, there was no mention of implementing the wider set of reforms which were
recommended by the Law Commission.

Previous Ministers in your Department made assurances that a Bill containing the remaining reforms
will be introduced in the 2023-24 Parliamentary session. Will you honour this commitment to
leaseholders and confirm that the necessary legislation will be introduced this Parliament? 
 
Yours sincerely,
 

Sarah Olney – Member of Parliament for Richmond Park

Sir Ed Davey – Member of Parliament for Kingston and Surbiton
Daisy Cooper – Member of Parliament for St Albans
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